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Assembling Drawers
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Office

BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Read the General Assembly & Fitting Guidance.
It is a useful introduction to the Fittingly Code - our innovative labelling
system and provides a general overview of the assembly order.

You Will Need
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

An electric screwdriver
A Philips head screwdriver
A mallet
The hexball screwdriver attachment, screws and other hardware supplied with your order
A copy of your Design Map
An extra pair of hands

Preparation
Clear a space big enough to work, in the same room that your new creation will live.
Handle pieces with care to avoid damaging any panels.
Keep all supplied hardware to hand.
If your design is made up of multiple units, assemble each one in turn. Don’t be tempted to work on
more than one unit at a time.
✓ All Fittingly units are designed to be assembled standing up – perfect for when space is limited.
✓
✓
✓
✓

Always consider the safety of yourself and others. Make sure the appropriate fixings and securing methods
for your circumstances are used.

HEAVY PANELS – PLEASE EXERCISE CAUTION
Our units feature premium 18mm furniture grade materials for a strong and robust construction,
designed to stand the test of time. Large panels can be very heavy – Please ensure you enlist help with
assembly and take appropriate care. Units must be secured against an appropriately strong wall.
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START HERE

SECURE YOUR FIXING BEAM(S) TO THE WALL

IMPORTANT
All furniture must be anchored securely to the wall to prevent tipping. We supply length(s) of plywood
fixing beam to help with this. We recommend securing fixing beams to the wall before building
anything, and before losing access to the wall itself if space is tight.
The information below is for guidance only – The hardware required to secure units to the wall depends
on your wall material. You must assess the integrity of your walls on site and ensure the appropriate
fixings are used. If you are unsure, a local hardware retailer should be able to advise you.

First, establish what material your wall is made from – whether brick, solid masonry, plaster or drywall (with
or without wooden stud), and obtain the appropriate
rawl plugs and screws.

Step 1
Choose to locate your fixing beams along the full width
of your install, at an appropriate height for your units –
usually around two-thirds the height of your install.
With the fixing beam held against the wall horizontally (use a spirit level to ensure it is straight) draw a pencil
outline on the wall to mark its location. Next, drill through the beam in at least three places (left, right,
middle) to mark the wall.
Use these marks to drill holes in the wall and insert your rawl plugs. Now secure
your fixing beam to the wall using the appropriate hardware.

Step 2
IMPORTANT: Record how high your fixing beam is from the floor. Measure from the
floor to the midpoint of the fixing beam. This measurement is needed later to
ensure the unit is accurately secured to the fixing beam from inside the unit.
Note: For particularly wide installs, we recommend taking measurements from the
floor - to the left, middle and right of the beam, to allow for unlevel floors.
RECORD YOUR FIXING BEAM MIDPOINT HEIGHTS HERE:
UNIT ____

UNIT ____

UNIT ____

UNIT ____
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STEP 1

Group the panels by unit number

Select a unit to assemble from your Design Map and take note of
its Unit Number. Use the Fittingly Code marked on every panel to
set aside all pieces belonging to that unit.

Panels marked “00” do not belong to a single unit (i.e. they are
designed to span multiple units). Keep these together for later.

STEP 2

Attach the legs to the base (if applicable)

Attaching Height Adjustable Legs
Each leg is attached to the underside of the Base (C B) with four 35mm screws.
Simply align the leg bracket over the
four pre-drilled pilot holes, found on the
underside of the Base (B) panel.
The curved edge of the bracket should
ALWAYS face inwards, towards the
middle - never outwards, towards the
edge.
Screw the leg brackets in place into
place using the 35mm screws supplied.

Next, push the adjustable leg component into the bracket, making sure it is pushed all the way in.
Note: If you selected standard (fixed height) feet during the design process - these are the leg brackets. The
adjustable leg components will not have been supplied. The leg brackets are designed to provide a little
ground clearance (23mm) for door and drawers to open, particularly useful on carpeted floors.
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STEP 3

Find your level

Flip the base around so the legs are resting on the ground and position it where it will eventually sit.
Place a spirit level on top to assess how level your floor is. Wind each of
the legs up or down as necessary to achieve a level result. To adjust the
height of each leg, simply twist the foot component.
Note: Each foot contains four cutouts, into which a screwdriver or
pencil can be inserted to act as a lever where access from beneath is
limited.

Repeat this at various points across the panel to ensure it sits perfectly
level, with all legs in contact with the ground.
Note: It may be necessary to repeat this later in the assembly once the
full weight of the carcass is distributed across the base.

STEP 4

Attach drawer runners to the carcass sides (C L/R)

First, identify the left and right sides of the unit carcass (C L/R).
Next, pre-load cabineos and wooden dowels into the top and bottom of the carcass sides (C L/R).
Wooden dowels should be pushed into the shallow channels in the top and bottom, ensuring at least 5mm
protrudes beyond the edge.
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Cabineos should be positioned in the cutouts in the top and bottom of the
backboard(s) and tapped to full depth using a mallet. Run a finger over each
cabineo to check it is sat fully in the cutout. The plastic top should sit flush with the
rest of the panel - not protrude above it. Note: cabineos are designed to be a tight
fit, so expect to give them a good whack with a mallet.

Attaching Drawer Runners
Separate a metal drawer runner from its housing by pressing
down on the small black lever and pulling the two components
apart. Set aside the smaller metal plate for now.
Note: The drawer runners are pre-greased, so take care not to
transfer grease onto clothing or the wooden panels.
Lay the required number of drawer runner housings onto the
inside of a carcass side (C L/R), so that the pre-drilled pilot holes
line up with the larger holes in the housing. Note: The channels routed for dowels, screws and cabineos
always face the outside of the unit (i.e. against the wall) to maintain a clean interior.
The closed end of the housing, indicated by the black rubber
stopper, should face the back (identified by the holes for affixing
the backboard).
Use 17mm screws to attach
the runner housing to the
carcass side (C L/R). Simply
slide the mechanism to
reveal each hole in turn.
Important: Use a handheld
screwdriver and be careful
not to overtighten. Do not
use an electric screwdriver.

With one side completed – simply repeat for the other carcass side (C L/R) – until all runner housings are
secured to both the left and right panels.
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STEP 5

Attach the Backboard (K) to the Base (B)

IMPORTANT
When assembling the carcass, always ensure you have someone available to hold vertical panels firmly
in place to avoid tipping – until the carcass is freestanding.

PRO-TIP: If your unit is wider than 70cm and taller than 1.2m, it will feature a double backboard for
additional stability and ease of assembly. Here is how to tell:
✓ If your unit features a single backboard (K) - it will feature the code C K, and span nearly the full
width of the Base (B).

✓ If your unit features a double backboard (K) - you will have two panels featuring the codes C K1
and C K2, each spanning roughly half the width of the Base (B).

First, pre-load cabineos and wooden dowels into the top and bottom of your backboard(s).
Wooden dowels should be pushed into the shallow channels in the top and bottom, ensuring at least 5mm
protrudes beyond the edge.
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Cabineos should be positioned in the cutouts in the top and bottom of the
backboard(s) and tapped to full depth using a mallet. Run a finger over each
cabineo to check it is sat fully in the cutout. The plastic top should sit flush with
the rest of the panel - not protrude above it. Note: cabineos are designed to be a
tight fit, so expect to give them a good whack with a mallet.
Position the base (B) near to where it will eventually sit. You will need full 360
degree access at this stage, so it may be necessary to pull the base away from a
wall or out of an alcove to ensure all-round access.

To attach a single backboard:
Position the backboard (K) over the base (B) and push down so
the wooden alignment dowels meet the holes in the base (B).
Note: The channels routed for fixings always face the back (i.e.
against the wall) to maintain a clean interior.
With the backboard (K) held firmly in place at 90 degrees
(ensure you enlist help to do this) - use the supplied hexball
screwdriver attachment to tighten the cabineo screw(s).

To attach double backboards:
Position backboard K1 (featuring circular cutouts) over the base (B) and push down, so the wooden
alignment dowels meet the holes in the base (B).
Note: The channels routed for dowels, screws and
cabineos always face the back (i.e. against the wall) to
maintain a clean interior.
With backboard K1 (featuring circular cutouts) held
firmly in place at 90 degrees (ensure you enlist help to
do this) - use the supplied hexball screwdriver
attachment to tighten the cabineo screws.

Now repeat this with backboard K2.
Next, push wooden dowels into the holes where the two backboards join. The
circular cutouts in backboard C K1 give you access.
7

STEP 6

Attach the sides (C L/R)

IMPORTANT
When assembling the carcass, always ensure you have someone available to hold vertical panels firmly
in place to avoid tipping – until the carcass is freestanding.

As with the backboard(s), first pre-load cabineos and wooden dowels
into the top and bottom of the carcass sides (C L/R).

With the backboard(s) supported at 90 degrees by a helper, position
one of the sides onto the base – ensuring the alignment dowels meet
the holes in the base.
Use confirmat screws in each of the countersunk holes, to secure the
side (C L/R) to the backboard – using the hexball screwdriver
attachment.

Next, simply repeat this to fix the other side into place on the base.
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Use the supplied hexball screwdriver attachment to tighten the cabineos
at the bottom of both the right and left sides.

Your carcass is nearly complete.
You should have the base, back
and sides in place.

Fix the remaining side in place using the same dowel and screw combination you completed above.

STEP 7

Attach the carcass top (C T)

Carefully lift the carcass top (C T) into position above the unit –
ensuring the dowels and cabineos you pre-loaded into the sides
earlier line up with the routed channels.
Pull down (or push down – depending on your access) at both
the front and back of the unit to sit the top (C T) firmly on the
dowels.
Note: Check the top (C T) meets the sides and backboard(s) all
the way around. There should be no visible gaps.

Secure the top into place by tightening the cabineo screws in the
backboard(s) and sides.
Note: It may be necessary to apply a downward force on the top to prevent it
lifting as the cabineos are tightened.
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STEP 8

Assemble each drawer box

Assembling the individual drawers is simple. First, identify the parts – the drawer sides (R L/R), back (R K),
drawer front (R F), base (R B) and finally the drawer face (R C).

Insert wooden dowels into the shallower slots in the base (R B).

Use a mallet to tap four peanut fixings into the recessed holes in both the
drawer front (R F) and drawer back (R K).

Next, we recommend laying out
the parts for each drawer box to help identify the correct
orientation.
Note: An arrow on the
underside of the Base (R B)
points to the front, to help you
orientate left and right.
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To assemble the drawer box:
1. Attach the front (R F) and back (R K) to
one of the sides. Simply line up the
peanut fixing with the routed channel
and slide together to lock into place –
forming a “U” shape.

2. Put the base (R B) into position (ensuring the arrow on the underside points to the front) – allowing
the dowels to engage with the drawer side (R L/R).

3. Lift the base (R B) upwards at an angle,
whilst the remaining drawer side (R L/R)
is now brought into position. Line up
the peanut fixings with the routed
channel, and gradually lower the base
until the dowels engage with the holes
– at the same time as the peanut fixing
engages with the channel. Simply slide
together to lock into place.
Note: Enlist help here – It is important the base and remaining drawer side come together at the
same time.

4. Use confirmat screws to
secure the front (R F) and
back (R K) to the base (R B) to
lock everything together.
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STEP 9

Attach runner brackets to the drawer box sides (R L/R)

The drawer runner bracket (separated from the drawer runner
housing in Step 4) is attached to the outside of the drawer box.
Attach a drawer runner bracket to the outside of every drawer side,
securing them with 2 or 3 (depending on drawer length) 16mm
screws. Ensure the opening of the bracket faces towards the back of
the drawer. The pre-drilled pilot holes, along with an understanding
of whether the panel is for the left or right, will ensure you have the
correct orientation.
Be careful not to overtighten, and do not use an electric screwdriver
here.

STEP 10

Fit handles to the drawer faces (R C)

Identify the drawer faces – code R C. These are the decorate drawer front which will be on display, and are
mounted to the drawer front (R F) to form a sturdy double front.
The pilot holes in the drawer face (R C) are tailored for your handle choice.
Attach the supplied handles to the front of the drawer face (R C) using the screws supplied with the handle
itself.
Note: We offer many different types of handle. Some handles are supplied direct from the manufacturer with
bolts designed to fit multiple thicknesses of door. In some cases, it may be necessary to snap bolts to size
using pliers.
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STEP 11

Attach the drawer face (R C) to the drawer front (R F)

Important: Always ensure your handles have been attached the front of the drawer before this step.
The drawer face (R C) is designed to sit flush to the drawer front (R F) – providing a double-fronted drawer.

First, insert two peanut screws into
the holes in the drawer front (R F).
Simply use a mallet to tap them to
full depth. These are designed to
ensure perfect alignment.

Next, position the drawer face (R C) over the drawer front (R F) and engage the peanut screws with the
routed channels in the drawer face (R C).
Slide the two panels together fully to lock in place.
Secure the drawer face to the drawer front using six 30mm screws into
the pre-drilled pilot holes.
Note: The face (C) should be secured to the front (F) from inside the
drawer – to ensure the screwhead is not visible from the outside of the
drawer.
Repeat for all other drawers.

13

STEP 11

Putting it all together

With the carcass assembled (complete with attached drawer runners) and all individual drawers (complete
with drawer runner brackets and handles) finished – it is now time to push the drawers into the carcass and
test they function correctly.
Begin with the bottom drawer – push it into the carcass ensuring the bracket engages with the drawer
runners. Test the function of the drawer – it should open the full length of the drawer runner and close
smoothly.
Repeat with all other drawers until each drawer is in place within the carcass. Test the function of each
drawer and ensure that each one passes the other without contact.
Note: It is normal for the opening and closing mechanism to be slightly rough for the first few tries, until the
mechanism falls in a normal smooth operation.
Pilot holes are programmatically located to ensure the drawers function correctly. If your drawers do not
function normally please revisit the assembly or get it in touch for advice.

Note: If your drawers feature internal dividers, these are fixed into place last of all. Simply slide into place
and tighten the cabineos to secure into place.

NEXT: Build any remaining carcasses then move onto Module 2: Fitting
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